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United Methodist Church of Merced
JUNE 13, 2021

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

SONG OF PRAISE YOU'RE BEAUTIFUL

I see Your face in ev'ry sunrise

The colors of the morning are inside Your eyes

The world awakens in the light of the day

I look up to the sky and say

You're beautiful

I see Your power in the moonlit night

Where planets are in motion and galaxies are bright

We are amazed in the light of the stars

It's all proclaiming who You are

You're beautiful

I see You there hanging on a tree

You bled and then You died

And then You rose again for me

Now You are sitting on Your heavenly throne

Soon we will be coming home

You're beautiful

When we arrive at eternity's shore

Where death is just a memory and tears are no more

We'll enter in as the wedding bells ring

Your bride will come together and we'll sing

You're beautiful

OPENING PRAYER REV. ELLA LUNA-GARZA

CALL TO WORSHIP REV. VICTORIA SCHLINTZ
For our call to worship this 3rd Sun. after Pentecost, please respond to each
proclamation with, “In Christ the old has become new.”
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However we can, we come again today, to gather, to worship, to say,
“In Christ the old has become new.”

Our Lord gives us a radically fresh perspective.
“In Christ the old has become new.”

And we know that in God’s love we are not archaic.
“In Christ the old has become new.”

We can embody this love, justice, and mercy.
“In Christ the old has become new.”

Our lives can become beacons of hope and blessing.
“In Christ the old has become new.”

We have a ministry of reconciliation,
as we know He gave his life for us all.
The love of Christ presses us on together.
For Christ’s love compels us to overflow with God’s grace.
“In Christ the old has become new.” Amen.

GOSPEL READING Mark 4:26-34

26 He also said, "The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
ground, 27 and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and
grow, he does not know how.

28 The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in
the head. 29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because
the harvest has come."

30 He also said, "With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable
will we use for it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground,
is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and
becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds
of the air can make nests in its shade."
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33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear
it; 34 he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in
private to his disciples.

2 Corinthians 5:6-10, (11-13), 14-17
6 So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in
the body we are away from the Lord -- 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 Yes,
we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home
with the Lord. 9 So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please
him. 10 For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each
may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or
evil.

11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we
ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your
consciences. 12 We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an
opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who
boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. 13 For if we are beside
ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14 For the love of
Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore
all have died. 15 And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for
themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. 16 From now on,
therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once
knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way.

17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed
away; see, everything has become new!

PRAYER

HOMILY

HOMILY

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
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Holy Christ,
we remember with gratitude those people
who generously sowed the seeds of faith in our lives.
We recognize how you have blessed our lives
with the gift of the Holy Spirit
so that our faith has miraculously and mysteriously grown.

We confess the times we fail to involve ourselves
in planting any seeds of faith in the lives of others;
the times when our personal agendas become more important than yours;
the times when we have denied others the opportunity to expand their faith
through our lack of interest or involvement;
the times when our lives become so entangled with the values of the world
that we forget what you have said and done and promised.

Lord Jesus Christ, we know that when we become disconnected from you,
our lives becomes parched and unfruitful and our faith becomes stunted and dry.
Bless and renew our lives, we pray, so that we remain connected to you at all
times and in all places, strengthening our faith to expand and, growing strongly
and vigorously, to bear the fruit of your mercy, your love, your undying life. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Our creator, the loving maker of all reality, the One who makes all things new,
forgives us, and redeems us from violence, and oppression, and sin.
God sows the good news in tiny seeds, inviting us to tend the soil of community,
and marvel as they grow.
In the name of Jesus, who is the Christ, we are forgiven.
Amen.

PASSING THE PEACE

SONG OF PRAISE CHANGE MY HEART, OH GOD

Change my heart oh God

Make it ever true

Change my heart oh God

May I be like You
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Change my heart oh God

Make it ever true

Change my heart oh God

May I be like You

You are the potter

I am the clay

Mold me and make me

This is what I pray

Change my heart oh God

Make it ever true

Change my heart oh God

May I be like You

You are the potter

I am the clay

Mold me and make me

This is what I pray

Change my heart oh God

Make it ever true

Change my heart oh God

May I be like You  

PASTORAL PRAYER REV. VICTORIA SCHLINTZ

     
…May we carry on as Christ’s followers, in newness of life, even as we joyfully and
confidently lift our voices in the prayer Jesus taught us to pray: Our Father, who
art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever.  Amen.  
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INVITATION TO STEWARDSHIP

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH

SONG OF PRAISE OPEN UP THE HEAVENS

We've waited for this day
We're gathered in your name
Calling out to you
Your glory like a fire
Awakening desire
Will burn our hearts with truth

You're the reason we're here
You're the reason we're singing

Open up the heavens
We want to see you
Open up the floodgates
A mighty river
Flowing from your heart
Filling every part of our praise

Your presence in this place
Your glory on our face
We're looking to the sky
Descending like a cloud
You're standing with us now
Lord, unveil our eyes

You're the reason we're here
You're the reason we're singing

Open up the heavens
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We want to see you
Open up the floodgates
A mighty river
Flowing from your heart
Filling every part of our praise  

Show us, show us your glory
Show us, show us your power
Show us, show us your glory, Lord

Open up the heavens
We want to see you
Open up the floodgates
A mighty river
Flowing from your heart
Filling every part of our praise

ANNOUNCEMENTS:   UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF MERCED JUNE 13, 2021
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COME WORSHIP WITH US SUNDAYS 10AM

HOW TO WORSHIP WITH UMCM:
Outdoor Worship

Please park in back parking lot facing the school, or side parking lot
Please bring your own chairs and remember to wear face coverings at all times.
Temperatures will be checked on arrival and hand sanitizer will be provided.
Maintain 6+ feet of social distancing from other householders entry and exit.
Please arrive early so that our ushers can seat you.

Please Note: Paper bulletins will not be handed out. You will be able to access the Order of
Worship at umcmerced.org under the Worship tab. Print your own copy or access it from your
device during the service.

Zoom Worship
You may join live at 10 AM via Zoom using the process below: Open the Zoom desktop
application or go to join.zoom.us in your internet browser.
Enter the Meeting ID: 850 7239 3214
Enter the Passcode: 795250
Direct Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85072393214?pwd=d21qWkxxQ3duQS94YW5JK1JPRzAyQT
09

Online Recorded Service
recordings will continue to be posted on umcmerced.org under the Worship tab, in the
same way as before. They will be made available the following Monday by 12PM.

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE:
THE FOOD PANTRY WILL DISTRIBUTE THURSDAY, JUNE 17TH.
We are still preparing 700 boxes for distribution. We need help to build boxes! We ask
volunteers to work a 2 hour block of time. If you want to help, call the office, Jenni Durbin or
email foodpantry@umcmerced.org .

Do you need food? Do you know anyone who needs food? UMC will distribute boxes of food
Thursday, June 17th, at noon. Thank you to all who are called to serve, called to feed, called to love.
This is a witness of welcoming all, serving all, and working with all. Thank you

6 WEEK SPOUSAL GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP TUESDAYS AT 10 AM VIA ZOOM TO RESUME JULY
15TH. To participate in the next sessions, contact Adam@umcmerced.org, or call 209 722 5777.

MONDAY BIBLE STUDIES VIA ZOOM every Monday at 4pm! Call for details.

PASTOR VICTORIA WILL BE PREACHING JUNE 27TH, during our regular service as UMCM pastors
will cover both UMCM and Dos Palos on that day.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85072393214?pwd=d21qWkxxQ3duQS94YW5JK1JPRzAyQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85072393214?pwd=d21qWkxxQ3duQS94YW5JK1JPRzAyQT09
mailto:foodpantry@umcmerced.org
mailto:Adam@umcmerced.org
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HELP UMCM STAY ACTIVE IN SOCIAL JUSTICE AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT! If you have a
heart for reaching the community, advocating for justice, mobilizing the church into action; if
you are excited about UMCM’s witness in community and want to be a part, and would be
interested in chairing the committee of Social Justice and Community Engagement please
contact Pastor Ella.

YOUR GIFTS HELP US meet financial obligations, produce programming, provide ministry and
grow the church. Your tithes, offerings, and gifts make a difference!  Tithes and gifts may be:

● Presented in person during outdoor worship
● Electronically submitted at: umcmerced.org/donations
● Mailed to: 899 Yosemite Parkway Merced, CA 95340

THE NEXT ANTIRACISM BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP –is coming soon! We’ll be
reading and discussing, Me and White Supremacy, by Layla F. Saad Feel free to
purchase you own copy and begin the reading, or read along with us as we start
up again in July. To register: call 209 722 5777 or email: adam@umcmerced.org

SUMMER FAITH FORMATION and CONFIRMATION CLASSES:
If your child is 11 or older, and ready to go deeper into faith in preparation for confirmation,
please contact our offices to enroll them into Confirmation Class. We’ll plan timing and timeline,
according to the students.

FAITH FORMATION, BAPTISM INFORMATION, AND MEMBERSHIP SESSIONS are available.
Please contact Pastor Ella at: Ella@umcmerced.org or (214) 606-2774.

KIDS THEATRE CAMPS WITH PLAYHOUSE MERCED AT UMC BEGINS TOMORROW! Lot’s of lots
of children, and young people, including some of the UMCM family, will be on site. Playhouse
Merced has access to the facilities from 8 am-3:30 pm each day during the week for the next 9
weeks! Some of the participants, will be our very own!  If you are on site during the summer,
PLEASE HONOR SIGNAGE for access points; no one other that Playhouse Merced staff and
participants should be in the courtyard or enter from this side gate.  Food Pantry people will
distribute from the parking lot, and use the Laurel side doors for access into Wesley Hall.

AN AMERICORPS MEMBER COMING SOONThis member will be dedicated to helping us with
the Food Pantry’s organization, processes, volunteer recruitment and reporting, providing 20
hours of service weekly. Look for further details as we get closer to the date.

KIDS AND YOUTH TIME: SUNDAYS 4-6 BEGINNING NEXT SUNDAY!

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO TO SUPPORT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF MERCED!
WE APPRECIATE YOUR PRAYERS, PRESENCE, GIFTS, SERVICE AND WITNESS

mailto:Ella@umcmerced.org

