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United Methodist Church of Merced
MAY 23, 2021

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

HYMN SHINE JESUS SHINE

Lord, the light of your love is shining

In the midst of the darkness, shining

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us

Set us free by the truth you now bring us

Shine on me, shine on me

Shine, Jesus, shine

Fill this land with the Father's glory

Blaze, Spirit, blaze

Set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow

Flood the nations with grace and mercy

Send forth your word

Lord, and let there be light

Lord, I come to your awesome presence

From the shadows into your radiance

By the blood I may enter your brightness

Search me, try me, consume all my darkness

Shine on me, shine on me

Shine, Jesus, shine

Fill this land with the Father's glory

Blaze, Spirit, blaze

Set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow

Flood the nations with grace and mercy

Send forth your word

Lord, and let there be light

As we gaze on your kingly brightness

So our faces display your likeness

Ever changing from glory to glory
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Mirrored here may our lives tell your story

Shine on me, shine on me

Shine, Jesus, shine

Fill this land with the Father's glory

Blaze, Spirit, blaze

Set our hearts on fire

Flow, river, flow

Flood the nations with grace and mercy

Send forth your word

Lord, and let there be light

OPENING PRAYER REV. VICTORIA SCHLINTZ 

CALL TO WORSHIP REV. ELLA LUNA-GARZA
Today’s communal response is COME, HOLY SPIRIT

You are welcome, here
Come, Holy Spirit,
The wind of God, the breath of Life.
Come, Holy Spirit,
Our Advocate, our Counselor.
Come, Holy Spirit,
Teacher of Wisdom, Reminder of Christ.
Come, Holy Spirit,
Granter of forgiveness, giver of peace.
Come, Holy Spirit.
May we feel God breathing through our worship.
May we receive the Holy Spirit in this place.
Come, Holy Spirit. Amen.

GOSPEL READING John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

26 "When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who
comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27 You also are to testify because you have
been with me from the beginning.

16:4b "I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you.

5 But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, 'Where are you going?'
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6 But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 7 Nevertheless I tell
you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not
come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.

8 And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and
judgment: 9 about sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I
am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 11 about judgment, because the ruler of
this world has been condemned.

12 "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.

13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on
his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to
come. 14 He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

15 All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and
declare it to you.

HOMILY

ACTS 2:1-21

1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly

from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house

where they were sitting.

3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.

4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit

gave them ability.

5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at

this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in

the native language of each.

7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?

8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?

9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus

and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and

visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs--in our own languages we

hear them speaking about God's deeds of power."
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13 But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine."

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and

all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are

not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning.

16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

17 'In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your

sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old

men shall dream dreams. 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will

pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19 And I will show portents in the heaven above

and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20 The sun shall be turned to

darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day. 21

Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.'

PRAYER

HYMN SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD

O Spirit of the living God, thou Light and Fire Divine
Descend upon Thy Church once more and make it truly Thine
Fill it with love and joy and power, with righteousness and peace
Till Christ shall dwell in human hearts, and sin and sorrow cease.

Blow, wind of God, with wisdom blow until our minds are free
From mists of error, clouds of doubt, which blind our eyes to Thee
Burn, winged fire, inspire our lips with flaming love and zeal
To preach to all Thy great good news, God's glorious commonweal.

So shall we know the power of Christ, who came this world to save
So shall we rise with Him to life which soars beyond the grave
And earth shall win true holiness which makes Thy children whole
Till, perfected by Thee, we reach creation's glorious goal.

PASTORAL PRAYER REV. VICTORIA SCHLINTZ

…May we carry on as People of Pentecost, the Church, those of the promise of the ascended
Jesus Christ, even as we joyfully and confidently lift our voices in the prayer he taught us to
pray: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.
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INVITATION TO STEWARDSHIP

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS

BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH

SONG OF PRAISE BLESSED BE YOUR NAME

Blessed Be Your Name
In the land that is plentiful
Where Your streams of abundance flow
Blessed be Your name

Blessed Be Your name
When I'm found in the desert place
Though I walk through the wilderness
Blessed Be Your name

Every blessing You pour out, I'll
Turn back to praise
When the darkness closes in, Lord
Still I will say

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your name
Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your glorious name

Blessed be Your name
When the sun's shining down on me
When the world's 'all as it should be'
Blessed be Your name

Blessed be Your name
On the road marked with suffering
Though there's pain in the offering
Blessed be Your name

Every blessing You pour out I'll
Turn back to praise



6

When the darkness closes in, Lord
Still I'll say

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your name
Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your glorious name

You give and make away
You give and make away
My heart will choose to say
Lord blessed be Your name (2x)

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your name
Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your glorious name (2x)

Announcements below on next page
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:   UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF MERCED May 23, 2021

COME WORSHIP WITH US SUNDAYS 10AM

HOW TO WORSHIP WITH UMCM:
1) Outdoor Worship

Please park in back parking lot facing the school, or side parking lot
Please bring your own chairs and remember to wear face coverings at all times.
Temperatures will be checked on arrival and hand sanitizer will be provided.
Maintain 6+ feet of social distancing from other households.
Bathroom limited to the outdoor facilities along Wesley Hall, one at a time.
You will have the opportunity to present your offerings upon entry and exit.
Please arrive early so that our ushers can seat you.

Please Note: Paper bulletins will not be handed out. You will be able to access the Order of
Worship at umcmerced.org under the Worship tab. Print your own copy or access it from your
device during the service.

2) Drive-In Worship
Please park in the back parking lot facing the courtyard

. Attend in the comfort of your vehicle.
Tune your radio to 93.1 FM.

3) Zoom Worship
You may join live at 10 AM via Zoom using the process below: Open the Zoom desktop
application or go to join.zoom.us in your internet browser.
Enter the Meeting ID: 850 7239 3214
Enter the Passcode: 795250
Direct Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85072393214?pwd=d21qWkxxQ3duQS94YW5JK1JPRzAyQT
09

4) Online Recorded Service
recordings will continue to be posted on umcmerced.org under the Worship tab, in the
same way as before. They will be made available the following Monday by 12PM.

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE: Called to serve, called to feed, called to love.
THE FOOD PANTRY FOOD DISTRIBUTIONS CONTINUE EVERY THURSDAY THROUGH MAY.
Do you need food? Do you know anyone who needs food? UMC distributes boxes of food every
Thursday at noon. We are thankful for the many who have worked, contributed, funds, product,
efforts, prayers, presence and publicity. This is a witness of welcoming all, serving all, and
working with all.

Want to help?! Please do! Call us at (209) 722-5777 or email us at foodpantry@umcmerced.org

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85072393214?pwd=d21qWkxxQ3duQS94YW5JK1JPRzAyQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85072393214?pwd=d21qWkxxQ3duQS94YW5JK1JPRzAyQT09
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6 WEEK SPOUSAL GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP TUESDAYS AT 10 AM via Zoom. To register, please
contact Adam@umcmerced.org, or call 209 722 5777

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL MEETING THIS WEEK! CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR LINKS.

MONDAY BIBLE STUDIES VIA ZOOM every Monday at 4pm! Call for details.

LOOKING FOR A LEADER TO CHAIR SOCIAL JUSTICE AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
MINISTRY If you have a heart for reaching the community, advocating for justice, mobilizing the
church into action; if you are excited about UMCM’s witness in community and want to be a
part, please contact Pastor Ella. UMCM wants to be engaged in community and be an agent for
addressing social justice issues.

YOUR GIFTS HELP US meet financial obligations, produce programming, provide ministry and
grow the church. Your tithes, offerings, and gifts make a difference!  Tithes and gifts may be:

● Presented in person during outdoor worship
● Electronically submitted at: umcmerced.org/donations
● Mailed to: 899 Yosemite Parkway Merced, CA 95340

ANTIRACISM BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP –
Currently reading and discussing: Fear of the Other; No fear in Love by
William H. Willimon

May 16 Sunday 4pm Zoom
May 23 Sunday 4pm Zoom
May 30 Sunday 4pm Zoom

To register: call 209 722 5777 or email: adam@umcmerced.org
The next book will be selected by the current group

SUMMER FAITH FORMATION and CONFIRMATION CLASSES:
If your child is 11 or older, and ready to go deeper into faith in preparation for confirmation,
please contact our offices to enroll them into Confirmation Class. We’ll plan timing and timeline,
according to the students.

FAITH FORMATION, BAPTISM INFORMATION, AND MEMBERSHIP SESSIONS are available.
Please contact Pastor Ella at: Ella@umcmerced.org or (214) 606-2774.

KIDS THEATRE CAMPS WITH PLAYHOUSE MERCED AT UMC!
A limited number of scholarships are available for each camp. Two 3-week camps, for ages 6-12
and One 3-Week camp for Teenagers. Camps begin June 14th! For more details, email Adam or
Pastor.

mailto:Adam@umcmerced.org
mailto:Ella@umcmerced.org
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