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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF MERCED 
May 30, 2021 Trinity Sunday! 

 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
MOMENT OF REMEMBRANCE FOR JOSELITO SULIO AND PHIL NELSON    
HYMN   BE THOU MY VISION 

 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art; 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night; 

Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 

 

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true Word; 

I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 

Thou my great Father and I, Thy true son; 

Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 

 

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise; 

Thou mine inheritance, now and always; 

Thou and Thou only, first in my heart; 

O King of glory, my treasure Thou art. 

 

O King of glory, my victory won; 

Rule and reign in me ’til Thy will be done; 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall; 

Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 

OPENING PRAYER      REV. ELLA LUNA-GARZA 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP      REV. VICTORIA SCHLINTZ 
For our call to worship this Sun. after Pentecost, even Trinity Sunday, please respond to each 
proclamation with, “In the name of our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer.” 
 
However we can, we come again today, to worship together, 
In the name of our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. 
 
Lord God, you create us in your likeness so that we might glorify you. 
In the name of our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. 



2 
 

 
You’ve modeled love and grace and mercy in the person of Jesus. 
In the name of our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. 
 
 
You graciously remind us of who we are, why we are, where we are called to go. 
In the name of our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer.  
 
And you move us to missions of love and hope, sustaining us for the journey. 
In the name of our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. 
 
Like Nicodemus, in the shadows, we come seeking who you really are, Lord. 
When we claim the name, we are born again to new understanding. 
When we accept the reign, we are raised again to grace and mercy. 
And when we listen to the paraclete, we are called again to move in wisdom and strength to 
make a difference in our own lives and the world around us. 
In the name of our Creator, Redeemer nd  Sustainer. Amen. 

GOSPEL READING     JOHN 3:1-18   (New International Version) 

3 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 
come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.[a]” 

4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter 
a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 
born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives birth to spirit. 7 You 
should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it 
pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is 
with everyone born of the Spirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very truly I 
tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people 
do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; 
how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into 
heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOHN+3%3A1-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26124a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOHN+3%3A1-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26127b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOHN+3%3A1-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26128c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOHN+3%3A1-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26129d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOHN+3%3A1-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26134e
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the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who 
believes may have eternal life in him.”[g] 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not 
believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 

HOMILY 
 

HYMN   GOOD, GOOD FATHER 
 
Oh, I've heard a thousand stories of what they think you're like 
But I've heard the tender whisper of love in the dead of night 
And you tell me that you're pleased 
And that I'm never alone 
 
You're a Good, Good Father 
It's who you are, it's who you are, it's who you are 
And I'm loved by you 
It's who I am, it's who I am, it's who I am 
 
Oh, and I've seen many searching for answers far and wide 
But I know we're all searching 
For answers only you provide 
'Cause you know just what we need 
Before we say a word 
 
You're a Good, Good Father 
It's who you are, it's who you are, it's who you are 
And I'm loved by you 
It's who I am, it's who I am, it's who I am 
 
'Cause you are perfect in all of your ways 
You are perfect in all of your ways 
You are perfect in all of your ways to us 
 
You are perfect in all of your ways 
You are perfect in all of your ways 
You are perfect in all of your ways to us 
 
Oh, it's love so undeniable 
I, I can hardly speak 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOHN+3%3A1-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26135f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOHN+3%3A1-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26136g
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Peace so unexplainable 
I, I can hardly think 
 
As you call me deeper still 
As you call me deeper still 
As you call me deeper still 
Into love, love, love 
 
You're a Good, Good Father 
It's who you are, it's who you are, it's who you are 
And I'm loved by you 
It's who I am, it's who I am, it's who I am 
  
PASTORAL PRAYER     REV. VICTORIA SCHLINTZ 

 
…May we carry on as people of the triune God, created in love, moved by the Spirit and 
redeemed by Jesus Christ, even as we joyfully and confidently lift our voices in the prayer he 
taught us to pray: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.   
 
MEMORIAL DAY READING   ON FLANDERS’ FIELD SUSAN WALSH 
Poem By John Mccrae 
 
INVITATION TO STEWARDSHIP 
 
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  
    
BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH  
 
SONG OF PRAISE LESS LIKE ME 
 
Oh, I have days I lose the fight 
Try my best but just don't get it right 
Where I talk a talk that I don't walk 
And miss the moments right before my eyes 
 
Somebody with a hurt that I could have helped 
Somebody with a hand that I could have held 
When I just can't see past myself 
Lord, help me be 
 
A little more like mercy, a little more like grace 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/john-mccrae
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A little more like kindness, goodness, love, and faith 
A little more like patience, a little more like peace 
A little more like Jesus, a little less like me 
 
Yeah, there's no denying I have changed 
I've been saved from who I used to be 
But even at my best, I must confess 
I still need help to see the way You see 
 
Somebody with a hurt that I could have helped 
Somebody with a hand that I could have held 
When I just can't see past myself 
Lord, help me be 
 
A little more like mercy, a little more like grace 
A little more like kindness, goodness, love, and faith 
A little more like patience, a little more like peace 
A little more like Jesus, a little less like me 
 
Oh, I want to feed the beggar on the street 
Love to be your hands and feet 
Freely give what I receive 
Lord, help me be 
I want to put You first above all else 
Love my neighbor as myself 
In the moments no one sees 
Lord, help me be 
One, two, three 
 
A little more like mercy, a little more like grace 
A little more like kindness, goodness, love, and faith 
A little more like patience, a little more like peace 
A little more like Jesus, oh, a little less like me 
A little more of living everything I preach 
A little more like Jesus, a little less like me 
Oh, a little less like me 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:   UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF MERCED MAY 30, 2021 
TRINITY SUNDAY; MEMORIAL DAY 

 
COME WORSHIP WITH US SUNDAYS 10AM 

 
HOW TO WORSHIP WITH UMCM: 

1) Outdoor Worship  
Please park in back parking lot facing the school, or side parking lot 
Please bring your own chairs and remember to wear face coverings at all times.  
Temperatures will be checked on arrival and hand sanitizer will be provided.  
Maintain 6+ feet of social distancing from other householders entry and exit.  
Please arrive early so that our ushers can seat you.  
 

Please Note: Paper bulletins will not be handed out. You will be able to access the Order of 
Worship at umcmerced.org under the Worship tab. Print your own copy or access it from your 
device during the service. 

 
2) Drive-In Worship  

Please park in the back parking lot facing the courtyard 
. Attend in the comfort of your vehicle.  

Tune your radio to 93.1 FM.  
 
3) Zoom Worship  

You may join live at 10 AM via Zoom using the process below: Open the Zoom desktop 
application or go to join.zoom.us in your internet browser. 
Enter the Meeting ID: 850 7239 3214  
Enter the Passcode: 795250 
Direct Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85072393214?pwd=d21qWkxxQ3duQS94YW5JK1JPRzAyQT
09  

 
4) Online Recorded Service  

recordings will continue to be posted on umcmerced.org under the Worship tab, in the 
same way as before. They will be made available the following Monday by 12PM. 

 
FOOD PANTRY UPDATE: Called to serve, called to feed, called to love. 
THE FOOD PANTRY IS ON A 2 WEEK BREAK. THE NEXT DISTRIBUTION DATE IS JUNE 17TH. 
We need help to prepare for the distribution as we have a goal of 700 hundred boxes to build 
and fill. We typically do this on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays, and ask volunteers to 
work a 2 hour block of time. If interested in helping, call the office, Jenni Durbin or email 
foodpantry@umcmerced.org . 
 
Do you need food? Do you know anyone who needs food? UMC distributes boxes of food every 
Thursday at noon. We are thankful for the many who have worked, contributed, funds, 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85072393214?pwd=d21qWkxxQ3duQS94YW5JK1JPRzAyQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85072393214?pwd=d21qWkxxQ3duQS94YW5JK1JPRzAyQT09
mailto:foodpantry@umcmerced.org
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product, efforts, prayers, presence and publicity. This is a witness of welcoming all, serving all, 
and working with all. Thank you! 
 
 
6 WEEK SPOUSAL GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP TUESDAYS AT 10 AM via Zoom. To register, please 
contact Adam@umcmerced.org, or call 209 722 5777. This session will meet Tuesday, then, 
take a break. Look for the announcement for the next sessions to start.  
 
MONDAY BIBLE STUDIES VIA ZOOM  every Monday at 4pm! Call for details. 
 
LOOKING FOR A LEADER TO CHAIR SOCIAL JUSTICE AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
MINISTRY If you have a heart for reaching the community, advocating for justice, mobilizing the 
church into action; if you are excited about UMCM’s witness in community and want to be a 
part, please contact Pastor Ella. UMCM wants to be engaged in community and be an agent for 
addressing social justice issues.  
 
YOUR GIFTS HELP US meet financial obligations, produce programming, provide ministry and 
grow the church. Your tithes, offerings, and gifts make a difference!  Tithes and gifts may be: 

• Presented in person during outdoor worship 

• Electronically submitted at: umcmerced.org/donations  

• Mailed to: 899 Yosemite Parkway Merced, CA 95340 
 
ANTIRACISM BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP –  
Currently reading and discussing: Fear of the Other; No fear in Love by 
William H. Willimon  
 May 16 Sunday  4pm  Zoom 
 May 23 Sunday  4pm  Zoom 
 May 30  Sunday  4pm  Zoom 
 
To register: call 209 722 5777 or email: adam@umcmerced.org 
The next book will be selected by the current group  
 
SUMMER FAITH FORMATION and CONFIRMATION CLASSES: 
If your child is 11 or older, and ready to go deeper into faith in preparation for confirmation, 
please contact our offices to enroll them into Confirmation Class. We’ll plan timing and 
timeline, according to the students.  
 
FAITH FORMATION, BAPTISM INFORMATION, AND MEMBERSHIP SESSIONS are available. 
Please contact Pastor Ella at:  Ella@umcmerced.org or (214) 606-2774. 

 
KIDS THEATRE CAMPS WITH PLAYHOUSE MERCED AT UMC IS TOMORRROW!   
A limited number of scholarships are available for each camp. Two 3-week camps, for ages 6-12 
and One 3-Week camp for Teenagers. Camps begin June 14th! For more details, email Adam or 
Pastor.  

mailto:Adam@umcmerced.org
mailto:Ella@umcmerced.org

