United Methodist Church of Merced
Easter Sunday Worship
April 11, 2021
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
SONG OF PRAISE

HOLY SPIRIT

There's nothing worth more
That could ever come close
No thing can compare
You're our living hope
Your presence, Lord
I've tasted and seen
Of the sweetest of loves
Where my heart becomes free
And my shame is undone
Your presence, Lord
Holy Spirit, You are welcome here
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere
Your glory, God, is what our hearts long for
To be overcome by Your presence, Lord
Your presence, Lord
There's nothing worth more
That could ever come close
No thing can compare
You're our living hope
Your presence, Lord
I've tasted and seen
Of the sweetest of loves
Where my heart becomes free
And my shame is undone
Your presence, Lord
Holy Spirit, You are welcome here
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere
Your glory, God, is what our hearts long for

To be overcome by Your presence, Lord
Your presence, Lord
Let us become more aware of Your presence
Let us experience the glory of Your goodness
Let us become more aware of Your presence
Let us experience the glory of Your goodness
Let us become more aware of Your presence
Let us experience the glory of Your goodness
Let us become more aware of Your presence
Let us experience the glory of Your goodness
Holy Spirit, You are welcome here
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere
Your glory, God, is what our hearts long for
To be overcome by Your presence, Lord
OPENING PRAYER

Rev. Ella Luna-Garza

CALL TO WORSHIP
REV. VICTORIA SCHLINTZ
For our call to worship this Sun. after Easter, please respond
to each proclamation with, “Believe and live in Christ’s power.”
However we can, we come again as Easter People to say,
“Believe and live in Christ’s power.”
John’s Gospel ends acknowledging it can’t all be written, yet we
“Believe and live in Christ’s power.”
The Apostle Paul said, ”I want to know Christ and experience
the mighty power that raised him from the dead.”
“Believe and live in Christ’s power.”
We can believe it, speak it, and act on it.
“Believe and live in Christ’s power.”
Our lifestyle of faith can result in everyday miracles.
“Believe and live in Christ’s power.”
Through the transformational work of the Holy Spirit in us,
we are the difference, and can live lives that make a difference,
through everyday miracles that may not be written,

but nonetheless happen–miracles of love and grace and mercy.
We are Easter People and blessed to be a blessing.
“Believe and live in Christ’s power.” Amen.
AN INVITATION TO STEWARDSHIP
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
HOMILY AND NEW TESTAMENT READING

Rev. Ella Luna-Garza

JOHN 20:19-31
THE MESSAGE
TO BELIEVE
19-20 Later on that day, the disciples had gathered together, but, fearful of the Jews, had locked
all the doors in the house. Jesus entered, stood among them, and said, “Peace to you.” Then he
showed them his hands and side.
20-21 The disciples, seeing the Master with their own eyes, were awestruck. Jesus repeated his
greeting: “Peace to you. Just as the Father sent me, I send you.”
22-23 Then he took a deep breath and breathed into them. “Receive the Holy Spirit,” he said. “If
you forgive someone’s sins, they’re gone for good. If you don’t forgive sins, what are you going
to do with them?”
24-25 But Thomas, sometimes called the Twin, one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. The other disciples told him, “We saw the Master.”
But he said, “Unless I see the nail holes in his hands, put my finger in the nail holes, and stick my
hand in his side, I won’t believe it.”
26 Eight days later, his disciples were again in the room. This time Thomas was with them. Jesus
came through the locked doors, stood among them, and said, “Peace to you.”
27 Then he focused his attention on Thomas. “Take your finger and examine my hands. Take
your hand and stick it in my side. Don’t be unbelieving. Believe.”
28 Thomas said, “My Master! My God!”
29 Jesus said, “So, you believe because you’ve seen with your own eyes. Even better blessings
are in store for those who believe without seeing.”
30-31 Jesus provided far more God-revealing signs than are written down in this book. These are
written down so you will believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and in the act of
believing, have real and eternal life in the way he personally revealed it.
PASTORAL PRAYER

REV. VICTORIA SCHLINTZ

THE LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

SONG OF PRAISE
We've waited for this day
We're gathered in your name
Calling out to you
Your glory like a fire
Awakening desire
Will burn our hearts with truth
You're the reason we're here
You're the reason we're singing
Open up the heavens
We want to see you
Open up the floodgates
A mighty river
Flowing from your heart
Filling every part of our praise
Your presence in this place
Your glory on our face
We're looking to the sky
Descending like a cloud
You're standing with us now
Lord, unveil our eyes
You're the reason we're here
You're the reason we're singing
Open up the heavens
We want to see you
Open up the floodgates
A mighty river
Flowing from your heart
Filling every part of our praise
Show us, show us your glory
Show us, show us your power
Show us, show us your glory, Lord
Open up the heavens
We want to see you
Open up the floodgates
A mighty river

OPEN UP THE HEAVENS

Flowing from your heart
Filling every part of our praise
BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH
SONG OF PRAISE

Lifesong

Empty hands held high
Such small sacrifice
If not joined with my life
I sing in vain tonight
May the words I say
And the things I do
Make my lifesong sing
Bring a smile to You
Let my lifesong sing to You
Let my lifesong sing to You
I want to sign Your name to the end of this day
Knowing that my heart was true
Let my lifesong sing to You
Lord I give my life
A living sacrifice
To reach a world in need
To be Your hands and feet
So may the words I say
And the things I do
Make my lifesong sing
Bring a smile to You
Let my lifesong sing to You
Let my lifesong sing to You
I want to sign Your name to the end of this day
Knowing that my heart was true
Let my lifesong sing to You
Hallelujah
Hallelujah
Let my lifesong sing to You
Let my lifesong sing to You

Let my lifesong sing to You
I want to sign Your name to the end of this day
Knowing that my heart was true
Let my lifesong sing to You

