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Decluttering guru Marie Kondo 

asks, “Does it spark joy?”  Our 

All-Church Rummage Sale 

is a way to spark joy for our 

church’s budget! 

The event will be held on March 15 and 16 from 8:AM to 1:PM in the 

Wesley Hall.  Everyone’s help will be needed to make this a success!  You 

can participate by donating items, volunteering to set up, and helping on 

sale days.  Please bring all sale items on March 8th between 8:AM and 

12:PM.   (Please, no clothing or books (except children’s books.)  For 

more information, contact Merilee Landis or Denise Rohm. 
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     Rev. Ella Luna-Garza 

Pastor’s Musings 

continued on page 5 

 

 

 

 
 

A reflection from Wednesday morning after the Special Called Session of the General Conference of the United Methodist Church:   

 
 

As I awaken into this new day, I am reminded that This is the day the Lord has made.  

 

And I WILL rejoice and be glad in it! 

 

It’s been a tough week. Last night’s news, was a difficult culmination and result of the previous 

days’ events of the Special Called General Conference of The United Methodist Church. 

  

As many of you are already aware, the final decision of GC 2019 was to uphold the Tradition(ist) 

Plan for polity of The UMC.  This decision prohibits ordination of  LGBTQAI in the Church,  

and does not allow for same sex marriages.   

 

My own heart breaks for my LGBTQAI siblings.  I am convinced Jesus weeps with us.  

 

For the hurts imposed, for the love denied, for the liberties stripped, for the abuses displayed, 

for the hate embodied, for the grace limited, for the continued devaluing of precious children of 

God made in the divine image of God with the unconditional love of Christ and the abiding pres-

ence of the Spirit,  I am sorry.  

 

I have the deepest desire to tell you - We love you.  So many of us, yes, even in the UMC,  

love you.  

 

We know you are fearfully and wonderfully made.  We know you are beloved of God and holy. 

We know you are precious beyond price.  

 

It’s been harsh to hear the words of those who don’t appreciate your sacred worth or divine life 

within.  Harsher, still to receive the decision of GC 2019 upholding years of institutional bias,  

evil, and exclusion.  

 

I went to bed last evening heavy hearted, spirit broken, and with overwhelming grief.  

(And to be absolutely transparent, I also felt anger, betrayal, and defeat).  

 

 

 



 
With our initial glimpse 

of 2019, I can now re-

port the numbers that 

are contained in the fi-

nancial reports for the 

month of January. 

 

All income categories 

c o m b i n e d  t o t a l e d 

$22,964 and, individually, 

most categories fell 

short of the budgeted 

amounts.  When com-

pared to the same 

month one year ago, to-

tal income decreased 

by $562 or 2.4%.  

Pledged and Unpledged 

Income categories com-

bined were $5,912 less 

than January 2018. 

 

Total expenses of 

$22,787 were $1,230 

below the amount budg-

eted for the month.  In-

cluded in total expenses 

paid was $1,817 in con-

ference tithing.  Total  

Income exceeded To-

tal Expenses by $1,769 

thanks to a $5,000 

special “Grow Funds 

Grant” that Pastor El-

la was responsible in 

achieving. 

 

Your Leadership Coun-

cil has finalized the 

budget for 2019.  Unfor-

tunately, the church is 

facing another financially 

challenging task given 

the significant shortfall 

of income compared to 

expenses.  The budget 

for 2019 contains a 

deficit of $13, 714 for 

the calendar year.  

For the year 2018, we 

ended up with an actual 

deficit of $10, 062 com-

pared to a budget deficit 

of $19, 004.  We prayed 

our way through last 

year and the same is 

needed as we move 

forward.  Without an 

increase in overall giv-

ing, we face even more 

dif f icult  decis ions 

ahead. 

 

Remember, you can 

always find  the most 

current financial report 

in the Fireside Room.  

For more detailed fi-

nancial data, please feel 

free to contact me di-

rectly in person, by 

phone, or by email -  

larry@umcmerced.org. 

 

In Christ’s service, 

Larry Hall 
Treasurer, Church Administrator 
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Money  

Matter$ 

Thanks for Your Support of Campus Ministry!   
 

We give our great appreciation to all who took part in the very suc-

cessful and fun fundraiser, Eat Dessert First.  Thanks to those who gen-

erously donated food and auction items, helped with preparations, pur-

chased tickets, attended, and took part in the Silent Auction.  We need-

ed each of you!  We also thank you on behalf of the young people 

whose lives are touched by our campus ministry!  As Pastor John Song 

meets with students, he helps them deepen their faith by exploring 

questions of meaning, call, and purpose in their lives and encourages 

them to serve our community and their own.  



 

Food Pantry  
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Fellowships 
 

 

Cindy & Gary Moon 

Monday, March 4 @ 1:PM 

@Charlene Smiley 

1404 San Miguel Way 

 

 

Marilyn Chan 

Thursday, March 21 @ 10:AM 

@Mary Rough 

2035 East Olive Avenue 

 

 

Jane Kies 

Thursday, March 21 @ 1:30PM 

@ Jeannine Conrad 

2182 Cedar Crest Drive 

 

 

Hearts & Hands 

Monday, March 25 @ 6:30PM 

@UMCMerced fireside room 

 

 

Events 

 
Church Women United 

Thursday, March 7 @ 10:AM 

@ Salvation Army Community Center 

1440 West 12th Street 

 

 

Central Valley UMW 

meet & greet 

Saturday, March 23 @ 10:AM 

@ First United Methodist Church 
1461 11th Street, Reedley, CA 

 

Meetings 

 

Executive Board 

Thursday, March 14 @ 9:30AM 

@UMCMerced library 

 

General Meeting 

Thursday, March 14 @ 10:AM 

@UMCMerced fireside room 
 

Susan Walsh will discuss  

literacy/reading programs for children 
 

lunch provided by Marilyn Chan fellowship 

Sunday, March 24th is United Methodist Women Sunday! 

Join us at10:AM as the UMW leads our worship service 
celebrating 150 years in mission. 
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Pastor’s Musings (from page 2) 
 

As I wept, I heard the reassuring words, “I will not leave you nor forsake you.  You are my be-

loved.” 

 

To my LGBTQAI siblings, friends. Family and neighbors… God has not left you nor forsaken you. 

You are God’s beloved.  

 

There’s so much I want to say; so much I believe God is trying to tell us but I trust we’ll be un-

packing this for a long time and thus don’t need to say it all in this message.  

 

For today, I take comfort in knowing only God can bring a new day.  The God who created today, 

who created you, who created me, has given us life and breath and love, for this day.  In this I re-

joice!  

 

We as the community of faith that is the United Methodist Church of Merced, remain steadfast, 

committed and active in out stand and practice to be a place of openness, inclusive, acceptance 

and love for all. In this, I rejoice.  

 

I am even more convinced of my call, vocation, and appointment to serve @UMCMerced 

In ways that move us forward to our mission to be a church where all means all. In this I rejoice!  

 

We as a united community, living out our faith in a not so united Methodist Church  

are given breath in this day to proclaim the living Christ; Victorious over death and bringing life 

into lifeless situations.  This is our living hope.  In this I rejoice.  

 

Now more than ever - The world needs us to be the church where all means all. The hurting, the 

suffering, the ousted, the discarded, the hopeless, the unloved, all who are not whole… need a 

healing word of life in the love of Christ.  

 

We may be bruised and battered, pressed from all sides, but now, more than ever, we have work 

to do; to be the safe place to land.  To be the love which isn’t found anywhere else.  To be the 

voice of the church that says I love you, I welcome you, you are enough, you are beloved child of 

God.  

 

Love will prevail.  We know how the story will end - Love wins.  

 

This day brings us one day closer to that victory.  I WILL rejoice and be glad in it. 
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3/1 Nicolas Kossow 

 Chukham Lee 

 

3/2 Judy Tassey 

 

3/3 Mae Lee 

 

3/4 Lee Xam Chang 

 Mai Yer Lee 

 Toni Walery 

  

3/6 John Mitchell 

 Joy Sulio 

 

3/10 Alicia Walker 

 

3/11 Robin Roberts 

Do your part  
so we can breathe better! 

 

 

Faith in the Valley Merced will host a 

community workshop on reducing air 

pollution on Tuesday, March 19th, from 

5:PM to 7:PM.  Kevin Hall, air pollution 

consultant, will host the training featuring 

information, policy and advocacy, and 

next steps.  Please RSVP by March 12th 

to Tsia Xiong (209.261.2358) or Mer-

cedes (209.205.8717.)  Dinner is provid-

ed.  Everyone is invited to attend. 

 
Faith in the Valley 

415 West 18th Street, Suite 123 

We Are Here 
imagine / create / transform 

 

Join us for a full day of motivation, speakers, 

workshops, and networking as Building 

Healthy Communities and Women of the 

Central Valley host a Women’s Symposi-

um.  The event will be held on March 23rd 

at Gateway Gardens (560 West 18th 

Street) from 8:AM to 3:PM and will feature 

keynote speakers and breakout sessions.  

Continental breakfast and lunch are provid-

ed.  There is no charge, though donations 

are welcome.  For more information, con-

tact Ruth Solorio (209.446.5036 or 

ruth@unitedwaymerced.org.) 

3/12 Conrad Barrientos 

 Lyn George 

 

3/14 Joycelyn Simonet 

 Corinne Werth 

 

3/15 Kelsey McCabe 

 

3/17 Cristen Cornaggia 

 

3/18 Seng Lee 

 Dorothy Yandell 

 

3/19 Julie Thomas 

 

3/20 Donna Ellett 

 Sharon Rodhouse 

3/21 Amanda Fong 

 

3/22 Nathanial Fong 

 

3/23 May Chang 

 

3/24 Clay Shreeve 

 

3/25 William Myrick 

 

3/26 Arlis Bortner 

 Donna Hall 

 

3/29 Gerry Schlintz 

 

3/31 Rong Chen 



This story can fit 150-200 

words. 

One benefit of using your 

newsletter as a promotional 

tool is that you can reuse con-

tent from other marketing 

materials, such as press releas-

es, market studies, and reports. 

While your main goal of dis-

tributing a newsletter might be 
to sell your product or service, 

the key to a successful newslet-

ter is making it useful to your 

readers. 

A great way to add useful con-

tent to your newsletter is to 

develop and write your own 

articles, or include a calendar 

of upcoming events or a special 

offer that promotes a new 

product. 

You can also research articles 

or find “filler” articles by ac-

cessing the World Wide Web. 

You can write about a variety 

of topics but try to keep your 

articles short. 

Much of the content you put in 

your newsletter can also be 

used for your Web site. Mi-

crosoft Publisher offers a sim-

ple way to convert your news-

letter to a Web publication. So, 

when you’re finished writing 

your newsletter, convert it to a 

Web site and post it. 

This story can fit 75-125 words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics is an important part of adding content to your newsletter. 

Think about your article and ask yourself if the picture supports or enhances the message you’re 

trying to convey. Avoid selecting images that appear to be out of context. 

Microsoft Publisher includes thousands of clip art images from which you can choose and import into 

your newsletter. There are also several tools you can use to draw shapes and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an image, place it close to the article. Be sure to place the caption of the im-

age near the image. 

Inside Story Headline 

Inside Story Headline 

Food Pantry News 

visited and served 50 
meals at the D Street 
Shelter on the first 
Wednesday in June.  
To sign up to provide  
this meal, see the sheet in 
the Fireside Room.  
We are continuing the 
clothing ministry in con-
junction with the food 
pantry distribution.  
Clean, usable items may 
be left in the box in the 
Sunday School hallway. 

Gently worn children’s 
clothing is in high de-
mand. 
If you would like to be a 
part of this mission in 
Merced by picking up the 
food, packing food bags, 
or distributing bags and 
clothing, call Terry Kru-
est at 631.1057 or the 
church office at 722.5777.  

Our Good Neighbor Food 
Pantry distributed 142 
bags of food in June.  
Twenty volunteers helped 
to pack and distribute the 
food bags and offer cloth-
ing. Please remember to 
give either a check  
(made out to the church 
with a ‘food bank’ nota-
tion) or bring a sack of 
non-perishable groceries 
from home. 
The Van Dyken Family 

The first Sunday of the month is Food 

Pantry Sunday. 

 

Next food distribution is June 18th. 
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Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

Caption describing 
picture or graphic. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 

 

 1 
 

 

 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

2 

 

 
 

Muslim Comm. 

11:AM - rooms 5,7 

3 
 

 
Worship 

10:AM 

 

Sunday School 

11:30AM 

4 

 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

 
Bible Study 

4:PM - FSR 

 

5 

 

 

 

Yoga 

8:30AM - room 6 

 

6 

 

 

 
Ash Wednesday 

12:15PM / 6:PM 

sanctuary 

7 

 
Men’s Breakfast 

7:AM - FSR 

 

 
Journey 4 Justice 

5:PM - FSR 

8 

 

 

 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

9 

 

 

10 

 

 
Worship 

10:AM 

 

Sunday School 

11:30AM 

 

11 

 
OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

 
Bible Study 

4:PM - FSR 

12 

 

 

 

Yoga 

8:30AM - room 6 

 

 

13 

 

 

 

Leadership 

6:PM - FSR 

14 

 
Men’s Breakfast 

7:AM - FSR 

 

 

UMW 

10:AM - FSR 

 

15 

 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

Newsletter 

Articles 

DUE 

16 

 

 

 

 

17 
 

 
Worship 

10:AM 

 

Sunday School 

11:30AM 

18 

 
OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

 
Bible Study 

4:PM - FSR 
 

19 

 

 

 

Yoga 

8:30AM - room 6 

 

20 

 

 

 

Food Pantry 

(prep) 

5:PM - WH 

 

21 

 
Men’s Breakfast 

7:AM - FSR 

 

 

Food Pantry 

5:PM - WH 

22 

 
 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

23 

 

Muslim Comm. 

11:AM - rooms 5,7 

 

24/31 
 

 
Worship 

10:AM 

 

Sunday School 

11:30AM 

 

25 

 
OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

 
Bible Study 

4:PM - FSR 

 

 

26 
 

 

 

Yoga 

8:30AM - room 6 

 

27 28 

 

 

 
Men’s Breakfast 

7:AM - FSR 

29 

 

 
OFFICE 

CLOSED 

30 

March 2019 



 

Hylond 

Ray Adams 
Joanne Sasaki 
 
 
Anberry Transitional Care 

Joan Stribling 
 

Courtyard Health Care Center (Davis) 

Mary Maxfield 

 

Park Merced 

Phoebe Benjamin 
Hal Hambley 
Roy Harris 
Doris Hashimoto 
Leone Sherwin 

 

Rev. Ella Luna-Garza  - Senior Pastor 

Rev. Victoria Schlintz  - Pastor in Residence 

 

Minerva Carcaño - Bishop 

California-Nevada Conference of the UMC 

Debra Brady - District Superintendent 

California-Nevada Conference of the UMC 

We pray for those in hospital or care facilities 

@UMCMerced 

Prayers for the people 

 

Don Boehm  Wayne Smiley 

Connie Jones  Guy Near  

Jeane Hetland  Joseph Vang 

Eileen Hastings  Mary Ellen Wood 

Tom Keene  Bobbi Robinson 
Kitty Towe         Jack Drouillard 

Helen Prien  Rita Sosa 

Liz McCabe  Barbara Cameron 
Les Jacobson  Phil Nelson 

Mary Ann McGlotten Bill Warner 
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Office hours: 

Tuesday - Thursday:  8:30AM - 4:30PM 
 

 

209.722.5777   

laura@umcmerced.org 
umcmerced.org 

 

 
Transportation is available for Sunday wor-

ship.  Contact Steve Landis (209.769.6626) 

before noon on Friday. 

We hold in our hearts and prayers... 

 
...missionaries serving 

throughout the world. 

 

...United Methodists 

standing for justice for 

immigration reform. 

 

...families who have lost 

their homes to fires, 

floods, tsunamis and 

other natural disasters. 

 

...all those affected by 

violence and war at 

home and abroad. 

 

...our military personnel 

and their families at 

home. 

 

...the homeless.  


