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MLK Day Celebration 
Join in the celebration of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

as we keep the dream alive.  Human rights activ-

ist Rev. Phil Lawson will be the keynote speaker 

for Merced’s annual festivities beginning with him 

joining us in worship on January 20.  Assemble at 

10:AM on January 21 for a march from the 

Merced fairgrounds to the Merced theatre fol-

lowed by a celebration at 12:PM.  We hope you 

will join in the events to promote justice and 

keep Dr. King’s work alive.  For more infor-

mation, call 209.722.7213. 

read more on Rev. Lawson on page 3 
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     Rev. Ella Luna-Garza 

Pastor’s Musings 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Save the date!  Sunday, 

February 10 from 3:PM 

to 5:PM we will be hav-

ing our 6th annual Eat 

Dessert First event in 

the Wesley Hall.  For 

your eating pleasure, 

there will be many kinds 

of delicious goodies and 

a large variety of hearty 

items. 
There will be an update 

on the Wesley Founda-

tion Campus Ministry 

program at UC Merced, 

Merced College, and 

the Wesley House, as 

well as our Silent Auc-

tion which gives you an 

opportunity to get 

yourself and others spe-

cial items.   
During this gathering 

you have the opportuni-

ty to support Wesley 

Campus Ministry in a 

delightful way as you 

enjoy time with friends 

you have known and  

the opportunity to add 

new friends. 

We hope you’ll join us! 

 

 

 

 

Happy 2019 everybody!  

I’m praying peace to your spirit, passion to your life, joy to your every-

day, faith to your moments of struggle, hope to our moments of des-

pair, sadness and grief, and love to your mind, body and spirit as you 

bask in the goodness that is God in 2019.  
With the new year come new expectations.  Some expect changes in 

habits, circumstances, or personal situations.  Some look to letting go 

of the same.   
Over the past several days, I’ve heard many talking about the resolu-

tions they would make for 2019.  I’ve heard of persons choosing a 

word to live by in 2019.  I’ve had colleagues and friends ask about a 

guiding scripture for 2019.  And I’ve heard of others who are satisfied 

with where and what they are and so are choosing to enjoy them-

selves and continue being the best rendition of themselves as can be.  

As for me?  Well… 
I recently spent time at Park Merced visiting some of our beloved sis-

ters and brothers and  found myself confessing to them that this year, I 

had made no new years resolutions; instead, I would continue working 

on a resolution I began in 2008, some 11 years ago:  

I will stop getting getting in my own way. I made that resolution 

in a moment of clarity that helped me understand that my way should 

be God’s way, and I was doing a lot of my way, getting in the middle of 

God’s way. I was not living a life in the same mind of Christ. (If you 

want to know exactly what that looks like, read Philippians 2, the en-

tire chapter). Out of this self-revelation inspired by God, I began saying 

a two sentence prayer daily. Thank you God for this day.  Help me 

stay out of my own way”.  
In other words, every day, I am asking God to continue working in me 

in ways that help me get out of my own way, so that I may be about 

God’s way:  Keep me from going to my own preferences, or for my 

own convenience. Keep me from taking the easy route. Keep me from 

resisting change. Keep me from rebelling against your love. Keep me 

from falling short of the kingdom of God. Keep me from letting bias 

get in the way of loving. Keep me from placing priorities where they 

don’t matter. Keep me from valuing things above you. Keep me from 

being about me… and keep me from the extensive list of my attitudes, 

sinful habits, ugly thoughts, careless actions, and neglect of You.  

Whew! 
John  Wesley, the founder of the Wesleyan movement which became 

the UMC, recommends this prayer for all going into leadership of the 

church, choosing to be baptized, or being members of the church and 

even suggests it at the opening of the new year.  I believe it is a more 

articulate way of expressing my own prayer.  

Eat Dessert First! 

continued on page 5 



 
I can now report the 

numbers that are con-

tained in the financial 

reports for the first elev-

en months of 2018 year-

to-date. 

 

All income categories 

c o m b i n e d  t o t a l e d 

$255,298 and, individual-

ly, most categories were 

less than the budgeted 

amounts.  The combined 

Pledged and Unpledged 

categories were less 

than the budget total by 

$4,367 or 1.7%.  When 

compared to the same 

month one year ago, 

total income showed a 

decrease of $9,789 or 

3.7%.  Total expenses of 

$280,496 were $743 

above the amount budg-

eted for the first eleven 

months of 2018.   In-

cluded in total expenses 

paid was $23,689  in 

conference t ithing, 

which represents 100% 

of the total due for 

2018.  Total  Expenses 

exceeded Total In-

come by $20,087 which 

was worse than the 

budgeted deficit amount 

by $5,111 or 25.4%. 

 

If you haven't returned 

your 2019 Estimate of 

Giving card, please do so 

as soon as possible.  

Our budget for 2019 is 

largely based upon the 

amount of pledged giv-

ing we receive from 

everyone. 

Remember, you can 

always find  the most 

current financial report 

in the Fireside Room.  

For more detailed fi-

nancial data, please feel 

free to contact me di-

rectly in person, by 

phone, or by email -  

larry@umcmerced.org. 

 

In Christ’s service, 

Larry Hall 
Treasurer, Church Administrator 
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Money  

Matter$ 

 

The Rev. Phil Lawson has 

been a lifelong activist 

and advocate for peace, 

justice, working on the 

front lines towards social 

change. His prophetic 

voice, tireless efforts, and 

personal commitment 

have been influential in 

areas of racial discrimina-

tion, fair housing, immi-

gration, just wages, 

LGBTQ rights, and many 

more civil rights efforts.   

Rev. Phil Lawson 
from page 1 



 

Food Pantry  

Page 4 @UMCMerced 

 

 

Want to Advertise  
Your Event? 

 
Submit FULL ARTICLES  
to joel@umcmerced.org  

by Friday, January 18 

for inclusion in the February newsletter! 

 

Fellowships 
 

 

Cindy & Gary Moon 

Monday, January 7 @ 1:PM 

@Jeannine Conrad 

2182 Cedar Crest Drive 

 

 

Marilyn & Joseph Chan 

Thursday, January 17 @ 10:AM 

@Joyce Hambley 

59 West 27th Street 

 

Jane Kies 

Thursday, January 17 @ 1:30PM 

@Jeannette McCollum 

805 Rambler Road 

 

Hearts & Hands 

Monday, January 28 @ 6:30PM 

@UMCMerced fireside room 

 

 

 

 

 

UMW General Meeting 

Thursday, January 10 @10:AM 

@UMCMerced fireside room 

Pledge to Mission service: 

Appreciate and Anticipate 

 

Save the Date! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

CV District UMW Spiritual Retreat 
ECCO Oakhurst - February 1-3, 2019 
Applications and scholarships are available now! 

Contact Nancy Reding or Jeannette McCollum. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Flda-ia.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F10%2Fnewsletter.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Flda-ia.org%2Fnewsletter-article%2F&docid=gGl0lRdYRuKkRM&tbnid=YSFyalNlNU90YM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiawvHCwqvYAhVH3SYKHbmWD1UQ
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Our Good Neighbor Food Pantry 
offers food and clothing to our community  
in need.  This is one of the many ways we 
@UMCMerced strive to help God’s people in 
our area.  Your support is always appreciated! 

 
Donations of non-perishable 
food and clean, gently used 
clothing can be left in the Sun-
day School wing.  Volunteers 
are wecome to help fill bags, 
organize clothing, and distrib-
ute these items once a month. 

   
Our next distribution will be January 17th 
with prep on January 16th.  Work begins both 
days at 5:PM in the Wesley Hall.  Volunteers 
with a pick-up truck are also needed to help 
transport food from the Merced Food Bank to 
our facility.  Monetary donations are helpful as 
well. 
 
For more information or to lend your services 
to this community mission, please contact  
Terry Kruest (209.631.1057). 

Our photography dates for our up-

coming directory are fast approach-

ing. With a goal of 100%, we need all 

families to sign up.  Our directory will 

allow us to associate names and faces 

and stay connected.  Photography times 

are still available – visit the lifetouch 

website to sign up now.  Every family 

will receive a free 8x10 portrait and the 

opportunity to purchase additional por-

traits.  Receive a $10 off coupon at 

check-in.  We can’t wait to see you! 

2019 Church Directory 

Thank you to everyone who provided flowers in 2018.   

The flowers beautified the sanctuary and enhanced worship. 

We now have a new year and new opportunities to provide 

flowers for worship.  A floral arrangement is a lovely way to 

honor or remember a loved one, a dear friend or relative, or 

even a favorite group. 

The sign-up sheet is available in the Fireside Room.  Pick a date 

that works best for giving your floral gift and write down your 

name, phone number,  and email address. 

Our administrative assistant will be in touch before the Sunday 

you have selected to address any questions or concerns you 

may have.  Contact Laura in the church office at 209.722.5777 

or laura@umcmerced.org for more information. 

A
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Page 6 

 
On your birthday,  

our prayer intercessors  
thank God  

for your birth and life  
and ask God to bless you  

in a special way. 

Community Christmas Dinner 

Sunday, December 16th @ 6:PM 
free and open to everyone 

1/6 Adriel Flores 

 Ithan Flores 

 

1/7 Kathy Thao 

 

1/8 Kaden Dillon 

 

1/12 Leone Sherwin 

  

1/16 Joyce Hambley 

 

1/18 Steve Landis 

  Tania Moore 

 

1/19 Natalia Ortega 

1/20 Kimberly Austin 

   

1/21 Jerry Thao 

 

1/23 Charlie Parish 

 

1/24 Mildred Pitts 

 

1/25 Jeane Hetland 

 

1/26 Nancy Caudle 

 

1/27 Katy Taylor 

 

1/31 Bunny Ross 

 

Welcome Coffee 

 

Our fellowship coffee 

time is about more 

than coffee and 

treats!  It’s a time to 

greet old friends and 

meet and welcome 

newcomers.   

Coffee fellowship is the front line of commu-

nity involvement and this is YOUR chance to 

participate in this ministry.  With a coffee 

maker and needed supplies in the fireside 

room, the only thing left is to provide 

treats.  If you are willing to prepare treats 

and clean up the fellowship coffee on occa-

sion, please sign up for a Sunday or 

two.  The more volunteers we have,  the 

easier the ministry becomes.  A sign-up 

sheet is available in the fireside room; if no 

one is signed up for a particular Sunday, 

there will be NO coffee.  Please contact 

Laura Warner for more information. 

 

Pastor’s Musings (from page 2) 

 

 
“I am no longer my own, but thine. 

Put me to what thou wilt,  

rank me with whom thou wilt. 

Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 

Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee, 

exalted for thee or brought low for thee. 

Let me be full, let me be empty. 

Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 

I freely and heartily yield all things 

to thy pleasure and disposal. 

And now, O glorious and blessed God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it. 

And the covenant which I have made on earth, 

let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.” 

 

My prayer as we journey together into 2019 

 is that the works God has already started in 

us may continue in amazing, blessed, surpris-

ing, life changing, joy giving, transformation 

inspiring and immeasurable ways so that God’s 

way may be our path. 

And, may we be confident in this, that God 

who began a good work in us, will carry it on 

to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.   



This story can fit 150-200 

words. 

One benefit of using your 

newsletter as a promotional 

tool is that you can reuse con-

tent from other marketing 

materials, such as press releas-

es, market studies, and reports. 

While your main goal of dis-

tributing a newsletter might be 
to sell your product or service, 

the key to a successful newslet-

ter is making it useful to your 

readers. 

A great way to add useful con-

tent to your newsletter is to 

develop and write your own 

articles, or include a calendar 

of upcoming events or a special 

offer that promotes a new 

product. 

You can also research articles 

or find “filler” articles by ac-

cessing the World Wide Web. 

You can write about a variety 

of topics but try to keep your 

articles short. 

Much of the content you put in 

your newsletter can also be 

used for your Web site. Mi-

crosoft Publisher offers a sim-

ple way to convert your news-

letter to a Web publication. So, 

when you’re finished writing 

your newsletter, convert it to a 

Web site and post it. 

This story can fit 75-125 words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics is an important part of adding content to your newsletter. 

Think about your article and ask yourself if the picture supports or enhances the message you’re 

trying to convey. Avoid selecting images that appear to be out of context. 

Microsoft Publisher includes thousands of clip art images from which you can choose and import into 

your newsletter. There are also several tools you can use to draw shapes and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an image, place it close to the article. Be sure to place the caption of the im-

age near the image. 

Inside Story Headline 

Inside Story Headline 

Food Pantry News 

visited and served 50 
meals at the D Street 
Shelter on the first 
Wednesday in June.  
To sign up to provide  
this meal, see the sheet in 
the Fireside Room.  
We are continuing the 
clothing ministry in con-
junction with the food 
pantry distribution.  
Clean, usable items may 
be left in the box in the 
Sunday School hallway. 

Gently worn children’s 
clothing is in high de-
mand. 
If you would like to be a 
part of this mission in 
Merced by picking up the 
food, packing food bags, 
or distributing bags and 
clothing, call Terry Kru-
est at 631.1057 or the 
church office at 722.5777.  

Our Good Neighbor Food 
Pantry distributed 142 
bags of food in June.  
Twenty volunteers helped 
to pack and distribute the 
food bags and offer cloth-
ing. Please remember to 
give either a check  
(made out to the church 
with a ‘food bank’ nota-
tion) or bring a sack of 
non-perishable groceries 
from home. 
The Van Dyken Family 

The first Sunday of the month is Food 

Pantry Sunday. 

 

Next food distribution is June 18th. 

 

Page 7 Volume 19, Issue 1 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

Caption describing 
picture or graphic. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

Happy 

New 

Year! 

2 
 

 

 

Pastoral Care 

10:AM - FSR 

3 
 

 

 
Men’s Breakfast 

7:AM - FSR 
 

4 
 

 

 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

5 

 

 
 

Muslim Comm. 

11:AM - rooms 5,7 

6 
 

 
Worship 

10:AM 

 

Sunday School 

11:30AM 

7 

 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

 
Bible Study 

4:PM - FSR 

 

8 

 

 

 

Yoga 

8:30AM - room 6 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

10 

 
Men’s Breakfast 

7:AM - FSR 

 

UMW 

10:AM - FSR 

 

11 

 

 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

12 

 

 

13 

 

 
Worship 

10:AM 

 

Sunday School 

11:30AM 

 

14 

 
OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

 
Bible Study 

4:PM - FSR 

15 

 

 

 

Yoga 

8:30AM - room 6 

 

 

16 

 

Food Pantry 

(prep) 

5:PM - WH 

 

Leadership 

6:PM - FSR 

17 

 

 
Men’s Breakfast 

7:AM - FSR 

 

Food Pantry 

5:PM - WH 

18 

 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

Newsletter 

Articles 

DUE 

19 

 

 

 

Muslim Comm. 

11:AM - rooms 5,7 

20 
 

 
Worship 

10:AM 

 

Sunday School 

11:30AM 

21 

 
OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

 
Bible Study 

4:PM - FSR 
 

22 

 

 

 

Yoga 

8:30AM - room 6 

 

23 

 

 

24 

 
 

 
Men’s Breakfast 

7:AM - FSR 

25 

 
 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

26 

 

 

 

 

27 
 

 
Worship 

10:AM 

 

Sunday School 

11:30AM 

 

28 

 
OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

 
Bible Study 

4:PM - FSR 

 

 

29 
 

 

 

Yoga 

8:30AM - room 6 

 

30 31   

January 2019 



 

Hylond 

Ray Adams 
Joanne Sasaki 
 
 
Park Merced 

Phoebe Benjamin 
Roy Harris 
Leone Sherwin 
Hal Hambley 

 

Rev. Ella Luna-Garza  - Senior Pastor 

Rev. Victoria Schlintz  - Pastor in Residence 

 

Minerva Carcaño - Bishop 

California-Nevada Conference of the UMC 

Debra Brady - District Superintendent 

California-Nevada Conference of the UMC 

We pray for those in hospital or care facilities 

@UMCMerced 

Prayers for the people 

 

Don Boehm  Wayne Smiley 

Connie Jones  Guy Near  

Jeane Hetland  Joseph Vang 
Eileen Hastings  Mary Ellen Wood 

Tom Keene  Bobbi Robinson 

Kitty Towe         Jack Drouillard 

Helen Prien  Rita Sosa 
Liz McCabe  Barbara Cameron 

Les Jacobson  Phil Nelson 

Mary Ann McGlotten 
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Office hours: 

Tuesday - Thursday:  8:30AM - 4:30PM 
 

 

209.722.5777   

laura@umcmerced.org 
umcmerced.org 

 

 
Transportation is available for Sunday wor-

ship.  Contact Steve Landis (209.769.6626) 

before noon on Friday. 

We hold in our hearts and prayers... 

 
...missionaries serving 

throughout the world. 

 

...United Methodists 

standing for justice for 

immigration reform. 

 

...families who have lost 

their homes to fires, 

floods, tsunamis and 

other natural disasters. 

 

...all those affected by 

violence and war at 

home and abroad. 

 

...our military personnel 

and their families at 

home. 

 

...the homeless.  

 
Courtyard Health Care Center (Davis) 

Mary Maxfield 
 
 

Pacifica Senior Living 

Doris Hashimoto 
 
 
Anberry Transitional Care 

Barbara Cameron 


