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Eat Dessert First 

 
Delicious desserts, fruit, nuts, savory bites, and 

chocolate dipped strawberries are only a few 

of the special treats that will be available at the 

Wesley Foundation Merced fundraiser on Sun-

day, February 10th from 3:PM to 5:PM in the 

Wesley Hall.   

 
continued on page 5    
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     Rev. Ella Luna-Garza 

Pastor’s Musings 

continued on page 4 

 

 

 

 

 

“I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with 

joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, 

that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.  

It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart and, whether I am 

in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me.  God 

can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.   ~ Philippians 1:1-8 NIV 
 
I DO thank God for each of you!  And what an adventure we’ve had thus far!   
 
As I contemplate the Christmas season that has past, the epiphany of Christ as Lord and our jour-
ney onto the Lenten Season, I am also aware of the impending place of Valentine’s Day in Febru-
ary, or as some cultures call it, the Day of Love or Day of Friendship.  And I am reminded on how 
we are meant to live connected - to community, to God, and to each other in love.  
 
Christ came that he might live among us in relationship to us through humanity.  Some might say 
Christ was God’s valentine to us; an expression of God’s love for us and God’s longing to be in 
relationship with us.  Christ himself continued to show us love as he would give life for us and as 
he would model how we might best love God and neighbor.  
 
The entire narrative is a love letter to us instructing us on how God loves us and how God in-
tends for us to love God and neighbor.  In this, there is lots of room for the Spirit to move us and 
for Christ to reconcile us to God and each other.  
 
It’s all about relationship.  We are not meant to handle this life on earth thing by ourselves or for 
ourselves.  We are one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world.  
 
And so here we are, having received Christ, the love of God, and the power of the Holy Spirit to 
live lives infused with love and overflowing with love. 
 
I’ve personally experienced many love moments from this faith community and many moments 
of learning how to love, as well as some moments of needing to be reconciled.  And I thank God 
for the opportunities to be loved, as well as to be love or practice loving.  
 
 



 
I can now report the 

numbers that are con-

tained in the financial 

reports for the full year 

of 2018. 

 

All income categories 

c o m b i n e d  t o t a l e d 

$295,955 and, individual-

ly, most categories ex-

ceeded the budgeted 

amounts.  The combined 

Pledged and Unpledged 

categories were greater 

than the budget total by 

$8,811 or 3.7%.  When 

compared to the same 

month one year ago, 

total income showed a 

decrease of $13,353 or 

4.3%.  Total expenses of 

$306,016 were $8,267 

below the amount budg-

eted for the twelve  

months of 2018.   Includ-

ed in total expenses paid 

was $27,780  in confer-

ence tithing, which rep-

resents 100% of the total 

due for the entire year.  

Total  Expenses ex-

ceeded Total Income 

by $10,062.  This deficit 

compared to the budget-

ed deficit of $24,977 

represents a $14,915 or 

59.7% positive differ-

ence.  In the month of 

December, additional 

giving from many mem-

bers helped to signifi-

cantly reduce the in-

come shortfall for the 

year.  Thank you to al 

those who contributed 

an extra amount! 

 

Our 2019 budget is cur-

rently reflecting a deficit 

o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

$13,000.  This is clearly 

an improvement over 

last year’s budget, but 

it’s not sustainable to 

spend more than what 

we receive in contribu-

tions.  In an effort to 

reduce expenses, 

most church staff 

members will experi-

ence a reduction in 

their weekly hours 

worked or will re-

ceive a wage cut.  

These changes will 

amount to a total re-

duction in staff wages 

paid by $14,234 for 

the year.  This cut the 

budget deficit by more 

than 50%, but it is well 

short of the funds 

needed to balance the 

budget.  How will we 

solve this challenge?  

Prayer is a good place 

to start.  Some of our 

members have stepped 

up their pledges for 

2019.  That’s terrific!  

Let’s see if others can 

do the same and lift 

our overall giving to a 

level that will support 

and sustain our church 

well into the future! 

 

Remember, you can 

always find  the most 

current financial report 

in the Fireside Room.  

For more detailed fi-

nancial data, please feel 

free to contact me di-

rectly in person, by 

phone, or by email -  

larry@umcmerced.org. 

 

In Christ’s service, 

Larry Hall 
Treasurer, Church Administrator 
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Money  

Matter$ 

 

Many thanks for the thoughts, prayers, food, and other assistance given to us 

after Nancy’s recent surgery.  We are continually overwhelmed and grateful 

for all the support we have received over the years and are truly blessed to be 

a part of such a loving and caring church family.    ~ Nancy, Joel, and Grace 



 

Food Pantry  
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Fellowships 
 

 

Cindy & Gary Moon 

Monday, February 4 @ 1:PM 

@Betty Avery 

681 Roberts Court 

 

 

Marilyn & Joseph Chan 

Jane Kies 

(joint fellowship) 

Thursday, February 21 @ 10:AM 

@UMCMerced fireside room 

 

 

Hearts & Hands 

Monday, February 25 @ 6:30PM 

@UMCMerced fireside room 

 

 

 

 

UMW General Meeting 

Thursday, February 14 @10:AM 

@UMCMerced fireside room 

This work that has begun is not yet done… neither 
for me, nor for you, nor even for the community 
that we call UMCMerced. 
 
I’ve not yet been perfected in love, but am thank-
ful you share in God’s grace with me.  And I am 
thankful God is a God of unconditional love.  
 
All this said, I am left pondering:  Where do I see 
the love of God at work in our community? 
How do I allow (or get in the way of) God’s love 
being lived out in my life?  What testament to 
God’s love am I?  How am I allowing the Holy Spir-
it to help me in discerning what is best, pure, and 
blameless?  
 

My prayer for us? 
 
Gracious and loving God, thank you for the faithful 
disciples of Christ you have placed in my life today. 
I am grateful for their testaments to your love and 
pray blessing over them. “May our love abound 
more and more in knowledge and depth of insight 
so that we may be able to discern what is best and 
may be pure and blameless for the day of 
Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ - to the glory and 
praise of God.”  (Philippians 1:9-11 NIV)  Amen.  
 
May you be deeply aware of God’s love for you.  
May you know your Pastor loves you, too! May 
you be love in this world and may God’s works 
begun in us continue to completion.  Be blessed.  
 

In God’s Service,  
Pastor Ella 

                       Spiritual Retreat 
 

 
 
 
 

 
   CV District UMW Spiritual Retreat 
   ECCO Oakhurst - February 1-3, 2019 

Pastor’s Musings 
                         continued from page 2 
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Our   Good Neighbor Food Pantry  
offers food and clothing to our community  

in need.  This is one of the many ways we 

@UMCMerced strive to help God’s people in our 

area.  Your support is always appreciated! 

 

Donations of non-perishable food 

and clean, gently used clothing can 

be left in the Sunday School wing.  

Volunteers are welcome to help fill 

bags, organize clothing, and dis-

tribute these items once a month. 

   

We will distribute food twice this month - Febru-

ary 7th and 21st  - to assist those affected by the 

government shutdown.  Preparation days will be 

February 6th and 20th.  All work begins at 5:PM in 

the Wesley Hall.  Volunteers with a pick-up truck 

are also needed to help transport food from the 

Merced Food Bank to our facility.  Monetary dona-

tions are helpful as well. 

 

For more information or to lend your services to 

this community mission, please contact Terry Kru-

est (209.631.1057). 

 

Eat Dessert First 
continued from page 1 

 

 
With Valentine’s Day only a few 

days after, you may bid on a vari-

ety of items to show love and ap-

preciation for a special person (or 

yourself!)  Silent auction items 

include a weekend stay at the 

Bizzini’s coastal home, dinner 

tickets, gift baskets and more! 

 
$10 tickets may be purchased 

from Wesley Board members in-

cluding Barbara Cameron, Larry 

Hall, Kelly Bentz, Merilee Landis, 

Rachel Trumm, and Donna Hall. 

 
This is our 7th Annual Eat Dessert 

First and each one has been a fun 

way to support our Campus Min-

istry and the work of our campus 

minister, Rev. John Song.   

We hope to see you all there! 

Thank you to everyone who provided flowers in 2018;    

they beautified the sanctuary and enhanced worship. 

We now have a new year and new opportunities to provide flowers for 

worship.  A floral arrangement is a lovely way to honor or remember a 

loved one, a dear friend or relative, or even a favorite group. 

The sign-up sheet is available in the Fireside Room.  Pick a date that 

works best for giving your floral gift and provide your name, phone 

number,  and e-mail address. 

Our administrative assistant will be in touch before the Sunday you have 

selected to address any questions or concerns you may have.  Contact 

Laura (209.722.5777 or laura@umcmerced.org) for more information. A
lt

ar
 F
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w

e
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On your birthday,  
our prayer intercessors  

thank God  
for your birth and life  

and ask God to bless you  
in a special way. 

Community Christmas Dinner 

Sunday, December 16th @ 6:PM 
free and open to everyone 

2/2 Mary Brown 

 Lloyd Hall 

 Grace O’Bryan-Shade 

 

2/3 Mark Walker 

 Jan Wilson 

 

2/6 Rex Freeman 

 Eileen Hastings 

 

2/10 Diego Luna 

  

2/15 Sean Griffin 

 

 

2/19 Bill Warner 

 

2/20 Jessica Pfeiff 

  Charlene Smiley 

 

2/21 Sharon Richels 

 

2/24 Ron Durbin 

 

2/25 Bailey McCabe 

 

2/28 Pakou Chang 

 

Welcome Coffee 
 

Our fellowship coffee 

time is about more 

than coffee and 

treats!  It’s a time to 

greet old friends and 

meet and welcome 

newcomers.   

Coffee fellowship is the front line of commu-

nity involvement and this is YOUR chance to 

participate in this ministry.  With a coffee 

maker and needed supplies in the fireside 

room, the only thing left is to provide 

treats.  If you are willing to prepare treats 

and clean up the fellowship coffee on occa-

sion, please sign up for a Sunday or 

two.  The more volunteers we have,  the 

easier the ministry becomes.  A sign-up 

sheet is available in the fireside room; if no 

one is signed up for a particular Sunday, 

there will be NO coffee.  Please contact 

Laura Warner for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Decluttering guru Marie Kondo asks, 

“Does it spark joy?”  Our All-

Church Rummage Sale is a way to 

spark joy for our church’s budg-

et.  The event will be held on March 

15 and 16 from 8:AM to 1:PM in the 

Wesley Hall.  Everyone’s help will be 

needed to make this a successful 

sale.   You can participate by donating 

items, volunteering to set up, and 

helping on sale days.  Please bring 

your sale items beginning on March 

4th between 8:AM and 1:PM.   (Please, 

no clothing or books (except chil-

dren’s books.))  For more infor-

mation, contact Merilee Landis or 

Denise Rohm. 



This story can fit 150-200 

words. 

One benefit of using your 

newsletter as a promotional 

tool is that you can reuse con-

tent from other marketing 

materials, such as press releas-

es, market studies, and reports. 

While your main goal of dis-

tributing a newsletter might be 
to sell your product or service, 

the key to a successful newslet-

ter is making it useful to your 

readers. 

A great way to add useful con-

tent to your newsletter is to 

develop and write your own 

articles, or include a calendar 

of upcoming events or a special 

offer that promotes a new 

product. 

You can also research articles 

or find “filler” articles by ac-

cessing the World Wide Web. 

You can write about a variety 

of topics but try to keep your 

articles short. 

Much of the content you put in 

your newsletter can also be 

used for your Web site. Mi-

crosoft Publisher offers a sim-

ple way to convert your news-

letter to a Web publication. So, 

when you’re finished writing 

your newsletter, convert it to a 

Web site and post it. 

This story can fit 75-125 words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics is an important part of adding content to your newsletter. 

Think about your article and ask yourself if the picture supports or enhances the message you’re 

trying to convey. Avoid selecting images that appear to be out of context. 

Microsoft Publisher includes thousands of clip art images from which you can choose and import into 

your newsletter. There are also several tools you can use to draw shapes and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an image, place it close to the article. Be sure to place the caption of the im-

age near the image. 

Inside Story Headline 

Inside Story Headline 

Food Pantry News 

visited and served 50 
meals at the D Street 
Shelter on the first 
Wednesday in June.  
To sign up to provide  
this meal, see the sheet in 
the Fireside Room.  
We are continuing the 
clothing ministry in con-
junction with the food 
pantry distribution.  
Clean, usable items may 
be left in the box in the 
Sunday School hallway. 

Gently worn children’s 
clothing is in high de-
mand. 
If you would like to be a 
part of this mission in 
Merced by picking up the 
food, packing food bags, 
or distributing bags and 
clothing, call Terry Kru-
est at 631.1057 or the 
church office at 722.5777.  

Our Good Neighbor Food 
Pantry distributed 142 
bags of food in June.  
Twenty volunteers helped 
to pack and distribute the 
food bags and offer cloth-
ing. Please remember to 
give either a check  
(made out to the church 
with a ‘food bank’ nota-
tion) or bring a sack of 
non-perishable groceries 
from home. 
The Van Dyken Family 

The first Sunday of the month is Food 

Pantry Sunday. 

 

Next food distribution is June 18th. 
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Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

Caption describing 
picture or graphic. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 

 

 1 
 

 

 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

2 

 

 
 

Muslim Comm. 

11:AM - rooms 5,7 

3 
 

 
Worship 

10:AM 

 

Sunday School 

11:30AM 

4 

 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

 
Bible Study 

4:PM - FSR 

 

5 

 

 

 

Yoga 

8:30AM - room 6 

 

6 

 

Pastoral Care 

10:AM - FSR 

 

Food Pantry 

(prep) 

5:PM - WH 

7 

 
Men’s Breakfast 

7:AM - FSR 

 

 

Food Pantry 

5:PM - WH 

8 

 

 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

9 

 

 

10 

 

 
Worship 

10:AM 

 

Sunday School 

11:30AM 

 

11 

 
OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

 
Bible Study 

4:PM - FSR 

12 

 

 

 

Yoga 

8:30AM - room 6 

 

 

13 

 

14 

 
Men’s Breakfast 

7:AM - FSR 

 

 

UMW 

10:AM - FSR 

 

15 

 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

Newsletter 

Articles 

DUE 

16 

 

 

 

17 
 

 
Worship 

10:AM 

 

Sunday School 

11:30AM 

18 

 
OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

 
Bible Study 

4:PM - FSR 
 

19 

 

 

 

Yoga 

8:30AM - room 6 

 

20 

 

Food Pantry 

(prep) 

5:PM - WH 

 

Leadership 

6:PM - FSR 

21 

 
Men’s Breakfast 

7:AM - FSR 

 

 

Food Pantry 

5:PM - WH 

22 

 
 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

23 

 

 

 

 

24 
 

 
Worship 

10:AM 

 

Sunday School 

11:30AM 

 

25 

 
OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

 
Bible Study 

4:PM - FSR 

 

 

26 
 

 

 

Yoga 

8:30AM - room 6 

 

27 28   

February 2019 



 

Hylond 

Ray Adams 
Joanne Sasaki 
 
 
Park Merced 

Phoebe Benjamin 
Roy Harris 
Leone Sherwin 
Hal Hambley 

 

Rev. Ella Luna-Garza  - Senior Pastor 

Rev. Victoria Schlintz  - Pastor in Residence 

 

Minerva Carcaño - Bishop 

California-Nevada Conference of the UMC 

Debra Brady - District Superintendent 

California-Nevada Conference of the UMC 

We pray for those in hospital or care facilities 

@UMCMerced 

Prayers for the people 

 

Don Boehm  Wayne Smiley 

Connie Jones  Guy Near  

Jeane Hetland  Joseph Vang 
Eileen Hastings  Mary Ellen Wood 

Tom Keene  Bobbi Robinson 

Kitty Towe         Jack Drouillard 

Helen Prien  Rita Sosa 
Liz McCabe  Barbara Cameron 

Les Jacobson  Phil Nelson 

Mary Ann McGlotten Bill Warner 
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Office hours: 

Tuesday - Thursday:  8:30AM - 4:30PM 
 

 

209.722.5777   

laura@umcmerced.org 
umcmerced.org 

 

 
Transportation is available for Sunday wor-

ship.  Contact Steve Landis (209.769.6626) 

before noon on Friday. 

We hold in our hearts and prayers... 

 
...missionaries serving 

throughout the world. 

 

...United Methodists 

standing for justice for 

immigration reform. 

 

...families who have lost 

their homes to fires, 

floods, tsunamis and 

other natural disasters. 

 

...all those affected by 

violence and war at 

home and abroad. 

 

...our military personnel 

and their families at 

home. 

 

...the homeless.  

 
Courtyard Health Care Center (Davis) 

Mary Maxfield 
 
 

Pacifica Senior Living 

Doris Hashimoto 
 
 
Anberry Transitional Care 

Joan Stribling 


