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Sunday School Resumes 

After a short break for the summer, 

Sunday School will resume on Sep-

tember 3rd.  Classes are available for 

kids entering kindergarten through 

8th grade, including a new class for 

middle-schoolers to become more 

involved in worship.  New adult 

studies will begin as well.  Join us 

Sundays after worship at 11:30AM! 

See the complete list of classes on page 2. 
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Church Women United will hold their Human Rights Celebration on Friday, September 8, from 

9:30AM to 11:30AM at Bethesda Apostolic Faith Church (1822 Canal Street) in Merced.   

 
Under the theme “Kindling New Fires of Hope”, rescue kits for Valley Crisis Center will be put 

together and presented to the leaders at the Center.  Lena Cano, Advocate for Human Trafficking 

Victim Support Specialist, will give an update of what is happening in our community. 

 
Rescue kit items include:  body lotion, travel toothbrush and toothpaste, small notebooks, packs of 
Kleenex, make up remover wipes, small water bottle, granola bar, 10 Q-tips in a small plastic bag, 

travel shampoo and conditioner, travel soap, ballpoint pen, disposable razor, travel-size hand sani-

tizer, and hair bands.  All items may be purchased at a dollar store.   

 

For further information, please contact Ginny Riley (209.489.4128) or Jan Sorge (209.769.1884). 

Church Women United 
Human Rights Celebration 

Rescue Kits to be Assembled 

 
Kindergarten through 5th graders explore God’s love for us through sto-

ries and crafts in our Elementary Sunday School (room 3) led by 

Joyce Hall and Kalia Vang. 

 
Our new Youth in Worship class offers 6th through 8th grade students 

the opportunity to help with the worship service each Sunday and then 

discuss worship and related topics during the Sunday School hour. 

 
Bob Matthews leads the Adult Bible Study (room 4) in its continued 

discussion of the New Testament with a comparison of the Gospels using 

an approach developed in the late 1920's called "A Harmony of the Gos-

pels." 

 
Led by Denise Runner, the Best Sunday School Ever resumes classes 

in the library with the study of Adam Hamilton's new book, "Moses." 

Sunday School  (continued from page 1) 



 
I can now report the num-

bers that are contained in 

the financial reports for 

the first seven months of 

2017 year-to-date. 

 
All income categories 

c o m b i n e d  t o t a l e d 

$179,372 and, individually, 

most categories exceeded 

the budgeted amounts.  

When compared to 

the same month one 

year ago, total income 

increased by $14,721 

or 8.9%! 

 
Tota l  expenses  o f 

$181,554  were $1,460 

above the amount budget-

ed for the first seven 

months of 2017.  Included 

in total expenses paid was 

$16,457 in conference 

tithing, which represents 

seven-twelfths of the total 

due for 2017.  Total ex-

penses exceeded Total 

Income by $2,182. 

 
For the first seven 

months, Pledged and Un-

pledged Income totals for 

the two categories com-

bined were $14,273 more 

than the corresponding 

budgeted amounts.  That 

result continues to be 

encouraging.  Of course, 

we still need further addi-

tional giving to fully close 

the deficit in this year’s 

budget.  Let’s keep pray-

ing! 

 
Remember, you can al-

ways find  the most cur-

rent financial report in the 

Fireside Room.  For more 

detailed financial data, 

please feel free to contact 

me directly in person,  

by phone, or by email 

(larry@umcmerced.org). 
 

In Christ’s service, 

Larry Hall 
Treasurer, Church Administrator 

Money  

Matter$ 
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Prison Project 
Holiday Gift Packets 

On your summer trips and travels, have you collected 

any items for the holiday gift bag project? 

 
We continue this program, now in its 12th year, on 

behalf of the women at the State prison in Chowchilla.  

Sample size soap, shampoo, conditioner, hand lotion, 

tissue, and toothpaste (please – no mouth wash or 

floss) are needed, as well as unused greeting cards 

with envelopes, toothbrushes (regular adult size), 

combs (no rat-tail), and small note pads.  A container 

for donations is located in the hallway near the 

church’s Cypress Way entrance. 

 
The estimated 3000 gift bags will be packed again this 

year at Wesley UMC in Fresno in early December and 

delivered to the prison the week before Christmas.  

For more information, please contact Dave Hetland 

(209.388.1608 or dhetland2003@yahoo.com.) 
 

 

Save the date! 

 

Holly Near  

in concert 

 

September 30 7:PM 

 

Doors open at 6:PM 

General Admission 

 

$25 in advance 

$30 at the door 

 

Visit ticketleap.com/tickets 
or contact Nancy Reding 

nancyreding@att.net 

209.761.2487 

 
Read more about Holly on page 4. 



 

 

9/1 Liam Myrick 

 Victoria Schlintz 

 

9/4 Sean Manilay 

 Brian Tassey 

 

9/6 Jim Marshall 

 Nancy Myrick 

 

9/8 Zaydi Cabrera 

 

9/9 Crystal Floyd 

 Tom Kilinsky 

 

9/12 Anthony Lawton 

 Jorge Nunez 

 

 

 

 

9/16 Kelly Bentz 

 

 

9/17 Michael McCabe 

 

9/18 Jimmy Buyao 

  Terry Kruest 

  Merilee Landis 

 

9/19 Jim Glidden 

 

9/20 Jeannette Barrientos 

 Riley Myrick 

 

9/26 Dee Near 

  Trevor Pfeiff 

 

 

 

 

9/28 Clarenz Buyao 

 

9/29 Don Shaljean 

 

 

 

 
If we have missed  

your birthday,  

please contact  

the church office 

On your birthday,  

our prayer intercessors 

thank God  

for your birth and life 

and ask God  

to bless you  

in a special way. 
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An Evening with Holly Near 
Saturday, September 30 @UMCMerced 

Singer, song-writer, actress, teacher, and activist Holly Near will per-

form at UMCMerced on Saturday, September 30th, at 7:PM.  The fund-

raising event will benefit UC Merced students and DACA (Deferred 

Action for Childhood Arrivals) 

 
Born in Ukiah, CA in 1949, Holly began singing in high school, including 

work with a local folk group. She built on her performing career with acting parts on Mod Squad and ap-

peared in a number of guest roles in 70s TV shows like All in the Family and The Partridge Family. In 1970, 

she was a cast member of the Broadway musical Hair.  In 1971, she joined the Free The Army Tour, an 

anti-Vietnam War road show of music, comedy, and plays organized by antiwar activist Fred Gardner and 

actors Jane Fonda and Donald Sutherland. 
 

In 1972, Holly was one of the first women to create an independent record company, with the goal of pro-

moting and producing music by politically conscious artists from around the world, a mission that Red-

wood Records fulfilled for nearly 20 years.  Often cited as one of the founders of the Women’s Music 

movement, she not only led the way for outspoken women in the music world, but also worked for peace 

and multicultural consciousness.  Throughout her long career Holly has worked with a wide array of musi-

cians, including Pete Seeger, Arlo Guthrie, Bonnie Raitt, Jackson Browne, Joan Baez, Harry Belafonte, and 

many others. 

 
Holly Near has been recognized many times for her work for social change, including honors from the 

ACLU, the National Organization for Women, and the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences. 

 

We look forward to hearing her music of social change and hope you will join us for this special event! 



This story can fit 150-200 

words. 

One benefit of using your 

newsletter as a promotional 

tool is that you can reuse con-

tent from other marketing 

materials, such as press releas-

es, market studies, and reports. 

While your main goal of dis-

tributing a newsletter might be 
to sell your product or service, 

the key to a successful newslet-

ter is making it useful to your 

readers. 

A great way to add useful con-

tent to your newsletter is to 

develop and write your own 

articles, or include a calendar 

of upcoming events or a special 

offer that promotes a new 

product. 

You can also research articles 

or find “filler” articles by ac-

cessing the World Wide Web. 

You can write about a variety 

of topics but try to keep your 

articles short. 

Much of the content you put in 

your newsletter can also be 

used for your Web site. Mi-

crosoft Publisher offers a sim-

ple way to convert your news-

letter to a Web publication. So, 

when you’re finished writing 

your newsletter, convert it to a 

Web site and post it. 

This story can fit 75-125 words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics is an important part of adding content to your newsletter. 

Think about your article and ask yourself if the picture supports or enhances the message you’re 

trying to convey. Avoid selecting images that appear to be out of context. 

Microsoft Publisher includes thousands of clip art images from which you can choose and import into 

your newsletter. There are also several tools you can use to draw shapes and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an image, place it close to the article. Be sure to place the caption of the im-

age near the image. 

Inside Story Headline 

Inside Story Headline 

Food Pantry News 

visited and served 50 
meals at the D Street 
Shelter on the first 
Wednesday in June.  
To sign up to provide  
this meal, see the sheet in 
the Fireside Room.  
We are continuing the 
clothing ministry in con-
junction with the food 
pantry distribution.  
Clean, usable items may 
be left in the box in the 
Sunday School hallway. 

Gently worn children’s 
clothing is in high de-
mand. 
If you would like to be a 
part of this mission in 
Merced by picking up the 
food, packing food bags, 
or distributing bags and 
clothing, call Terry Kru-
est at 631.1057 or the 
church office at 722.5777.  

Our Good Neighbor Food 
Pantry distributed 142 
bags of food in June.  
Twenty volunteers helped 
to pack and distribute the 
food bags and offer cloth-
ing. Please remember to 
give either a check  
(made out to the church 
with a ‘food bank’ nota-
tion) or bring a sack of 
non-perishable groceries 
from home. 
The Van Dyken Family 

The first Sunday of the month is Food 

Pantry Sunday. 

 

Next food distribution is June 18th. 
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Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

Caption describing 
picture or graphic. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     

 
1 
 

 

Muslim comm. 
9:AM - rooms 5, 7 

 

Hmong Comm. 

6:PM - room 7 

 

2 

 

 

 
 

3 
 

 
Worship 

10:AM 

 

Sunday School 

11:30AM 

 

4 

 

 

Office Closed 

 

 
Bible Study 

4:PM - FSR 

 

5 

 

 

6 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Care 

9:AM - FSR 

7 

 

 
Men’s Breakfast 

7:AM - FSR 

 
Journey 4 Justice 

5:PM - FSR 

8 

 

 

 

 

Hmong Comm. 

6:PM - room 7 

 

9 
 

 

 

10 
 

 
Worship 

10:AM 

 

Sunday School 

11:30AM 

11 

 

 

Office Closed 

 

 
Bible Study 

4:PM - FSR 

12 

 

 

 

13 
 

 

 

14 

 
Men’s Breakfast 

7:AM - FSR 

 

 

UMW 

7:PM - FSR 

15 

 

Hmong Comm. 

6:PM - room 7 

 

NEWSLETTER 

ARTCLES 

DUE 

16 

 
 

 

Muslim comm. 
11:AM - rooms 5, 7 

17 
 

 
Worship 

10:AM 

 

Sunday School 

11:30AM 

18 

 

 

Office Closed 

 

 
Bible Study 

4:PM - FSR 

 

19 

 

 

 

Leadership 

6:PM - FSR 

20 

 

 

 
Food Pantry 

(prep) 

5:PM - WH 

21 
Men’s Breakfast 

7:AM - FSR 

 

Food Pantry  

5:PM - WH 

 

Sierra Club 

6:30PM - FSR 

22 

 

 

Hmong Comm. 

6:PM - room 7 

 

Etz Chaim 

6:PM - FSR 

23 

 

 

24 
 

 
Worship 

10:AM 

 

Sunday School 

11:30AM 

25 

 

 

Office Closed 

 

 
Bible Study 

4:PM - FSR 

26 27 28 

 

 
 
Men’s Breakfast 

7:30AM - FSR 

29 

 

 

Hmong Comm. 

6:PM - room 7 

 

Etz Chaim 

6:PM - WH 

30 

September 2017 



 
Hylond 

Ray Adams 
Joanne Sasaki 
 
 
Park Merced 

Phoebe Benjamin 
Roy Harris 
Les McCabe 
Harvey Schlintz 
Wes Shrum 

 
Courtyard Health Care Center (Davis) 

Mary Maxfield 
 

 
Mission Gardens 

Enid Olive 

 

 

Pacifica Senior Living 

Virginia Taylor 

 

Rev. George Edd-Bennett - Lead Pastor 

Rev. Victoria Schlintz - Pastor in Residence 

 

 

Minerva Carcaño - Bishop 

California-Nevada Conference of the UMC 

Debra Brady - District Superintendent (Central Valley) 

California-Nevada Conference of the UMC 

We pray for those in hospital or care facilities 

The United Methodist Church of Merced 

Prayers for the people 

 

Don Boehm  Wayne Smiley 

Connie Jones  Steve Landis 

Guy Near  Jim Silveira 
Jan James  Mary Ellen Wood 

Tom Keene  Bobbi Robinson 

Kitty Towe          Steve Landis 

Jack Drouillard Eileen Hastings 

Hal Hambley   
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Office hours: 

Tuesday through Thursday:  8:30AM - 4:30PM 

Friday:  8:30AM - 12:PM 
 

209.722.5777   

laura@umcmerced.org 

umcmerced.org 
 
Transportation is available for Sunday worship.  

Contact Larry Hall (209.756.6105) before noon 

on Friday. 

 
For pastoral emergencies, call Pastor George 

(775.343.8695).  Your call will be returned as 

soon as possible. 

We hold in our hearts and prayers... 

 
...missionaries serving 

throughout the world. 

 

...United Methodists 

standing for justice for 

immigration reform. 

 

...families who have lost 

their homes to fires, 

floods, tsunamis and 

other natural disasters. 

 

...all those affected by 

violence and war at 

home and abroad. 

 

...our military personnel 

and their families at 

home. 

 

...the homeless.  


